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STRATEGIKA:  

 

Security Digest of India 

 

Hello and Welcome to the Strategika, India’s Security Digest, where we track and bring 

before you all the news and developments related to India’s National Security on a regular 

basis. Our aim is to provide you with the most comprehensive of data on India’s National 

Security  

Happy Reading.  

 

Indian Navy begins evaluating Rafale’s compatibility with Vikrant 

 

The Indian Navy (IN) began evaluating its long-standing requirement for multi-role carrier-

borne fighters (MRCBF) on Monday, with the French-origin Rafale-M fighter demonstrating 

its capabilities at its Shore Based Test Facility (SBTF) in Goa. 

 

Next, the IN will assess Dassault’s twin-engine Rafale-M’s ability to undertake short take-off 

but arrested recovery (STOBAR) flights and other related operational parameters at the SBTF’s 

283-metre mock-up ski jump at INS Hansa. 

 

The Navy’s objective is to assess whether the French fighter would be capable of operating 

from INS Vikrant, its 37,500-tonne STOBAR indigenous aircraft carrier that began its third 

round of sea trials over the weekend and is scheduled for commissioning in August, on India’s 

75th Independence Day. 

 

Meanwhile, the ongoing flight demonstrations by the Rafale-M fighter and those imminently 

by the F/A-18 Super Hornet, exhibit the urgency of acquiring naval combat aircraft for Vikrant 

at a time of great turbulence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and the IN’s ‘coming out’ as a 

‘pivot’ force in this area. 
https://thewire.in/security/indian-navy-rafale-m-vikrant-evaluation 

 

India undertakes Maritime Partnership Exercise with Japan  

 

Indian Naval Ships Shivalik & Kadmatt undertook Maritime Partnership Exercise with Japan 

Maritime Self-Defence Force Ships Uraga and Hirado in the Bay of Bengal on January 13. The 

exercise included a wide range of flying operations, replenishment approaches and tactical 

manoeuvres. 

The complex maritime exercises will enable the two navies to further strengthen their already 

wide-ranging strategic partnership and, when required, to jointly safeguard their maritime 

interests and ensure peace, security and stability in the region. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-undertakes-maritime-partnership-

exercise-with-japan/articleshow/88891907.cms  

 

Indian Navy's INS Kochi Undertakes PASSEX With Russia's Admiral Tributs In 

Arabian Sea  

 

Russian ship Admiral Tributs exercised with the Indian Navy's indigenously designed and built 

guided-missile destroyer, INS Kochi in the Arabian sea on January 14, 2022. The PASSEX 

showcased “cohesiveness and interoperability between the two navies''. 

https://thewire.in/security/indian-navy-rafale-m-vikrant-evaluation
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-undertakes-maritime-partnership-exercise-with-japan/articleshow/88891907.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-undertakes-maritime-partnership-exercise-with-japan/articleshow/88891907.cms
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India and Russia continue to engage annually in naval exercises such as the Indra Navy which 

is a joint millennial military exercise conducted between both countries since 2003. 

 

INS Kochi, the indigenously designed second ship of the Kolkata-class stealth guided-missile 

destroyers was built under the code name of Project 15A for the Indian Navy. It was constructed 

by Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) in Mumbai and was later commissioned to the Indian Navy 

services on September 30, 2015, after undergoing extensive sea trials. 

https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/global-event-news/indian-navys-ins-kochi-

undertakes-passex-with-russias-admiral-tributs-in-arabian-sea-articleshow.html 

India Mulls Scrapping P-8 Poseidon, MiG-29 Fighter Jet Deal With The US & Russia To 

Boost ‘Make In India’ Initiative 

 https://defenceaviationpost.com/india-mulls-scrapping-p-8-poseidon-mig-29-fighter-jet-deal-

with-the-us-russia-to-boost-make-in-india-initiative/ 

 

HAL likely to be in fray for Navy’s NUHs after defence ministry junks Coast Guard 

chopper deal 

 

The Ministry of Defence is likely to allow state-run Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) to bid 

for the Navy’s programme to buy 111 naval utility helicopters (NUHs), as the Narendra Modi 

government reviews all foreign procurement programmes in favour of indigenous systems. 

 

The Navy’s proposed NUH programme comes under the ‘strategic partnership’ route, which 

will allow a selected foreign Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) to partner a nominated 

Indian company to manufacture the choppers domestically. 

 

Defence sources said the HAL has proven its blade-folding capability to the Navy and if the 

Coast Guard can forgo plans to buy foreign helicopters in favour of HAL, there is no rationale 

of not including HAL in the competition for NUH. 

https://theprint.in/defence/hal-likely-to-be-in-fray-for-navys-nuhs-after-defence-ministry-

junks-coast-guard-chopper-deal/804990/ 

On Relations With India, Pakistan’s New National Security Policy Makes No Changes, 

Say Former Envoys  

 

The document claims that Pakistan’s deterrence regime is “aimed at regional peace”. “The 

expansion of India’s nuclear triad, open-ended statements on nuclear policy, and investments 

in and introduction of destabilising technologies disturb the strategic balance in the region”. 

On relations with India, the document stated that Pakistan wants to “improve relationship with 

India” but adds that a “just and peaceful resolution of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute remains 

at the core of the bilateral relationship”. 

 

Former Indian high commissioner to Pakistan, Sharat Sabharwal, observed that “Pakistan has 

always said that it is willing to have good relations with India but on the condition of Kashmir 

resolution. This discourse has always been there. So it is nothing new”.  

https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/global-event-news/indian-navys-ins-kochi-undertakes-passex-with-russias-admiral-tributs-in-arabian-sea-articleshow.html
https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/global-event-news/indian-navys-ins-kochi-undertakes-passex-with-russias-admiral-tributs-in-arabian-sea-articleshow.html
https://defenceaviationpost.com/india-mulls-scrapping-p-8-poseidon-mig-29-fighter-jet-deal-with-the-us-russia-to-boost-make-in-india-initiative/
https://defenceaviationpost.com/india-mulls-scrapping-p-8-poseidon-mig-29-fighter-jet-deal-with-the-us-russia-to-boost-make-in-india-initiative/
https://theprint.in/defence/hal-likely-to-be-in-fray-for-navys-nuhs-after-defence-ministry-junks-coast-guard-chopper-deal/804990/
https://theprint.in/defence/hal-likely-to-be-in-fray-for-navys-nuhs-after-defence-ministry-junks-coast-guard-chopper-deal/804990/
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https://thewire.in/diplomacy/on-relations-with-india-pakistans-new-national-security-policy-

makes-no-changes-say-former-envoys 

 

1st S-400 unit to be ready by April, 4 others by 2023 

All the five units of the S-400 system, which can take down a hostile aircraft or missile at a 

range between 40km and 400km, are expected to be operational by next year. 

 

James O’ Brien, President Joe Biden’s nominee for the US State Department’s coordinator for 

sanctions policy, told the Senate Foreign Committee that while the US has discouraged India 

from acquiring the S-400 systems from Russia, Washington’s decision on whether to sanction 

India under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act or grant a waiver 

will be done only after weighing important geostrategic considerations in relations to China. 

 

Already, advance consignments of two S-400 systems have arrived in India from Moscow and 

work is on to assemble the systems and the radars by Indian teams trained in Russia. 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1st-s-400-unit-to-be-ready-by-april-4-others-by-

2023-101642378982920.html 

Republican senator supports waiving CAATSA sanctions against India 

India, Senator Todd Young said, is currently taking delivery of the Russian S-400 system. The 

country is also in the process of acquiring new frigate ships from Russia. "Both are important 

systems for the Indians," he said during a confirmation hearing for James O'Brien for the 

position of the State Department coordinator for Sanctions Policy. 

 

"India is a vital ally in our competition against China, and thus, I believe we should resist taking 

any actions that might drive them away from us and the Quad. I am therefore strongly 

supportive of waiving CAATSA sanctions against India, given our shared foreign policy 

interests," Senator Young said. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/republican-senator-supports-

waiving-caatsa-sanctions-against-india-122011300111_1.html 

 

Rourkela Plant steel to be used by Indian Navy for making submarines 

 

The Rourkela Steel Plant, a unit of Maharatna public sector undertaking SAIL, has received a 

certificate from the Indian Navy for producing high-strength steel for making submarines. 

  

Rear Admiral R Vishwanathan (heading IN delegation) said, "As a policy, the Indian Navy is 

using indigenous steel for its ship and submarine manufacturing. The RSP is fulfilling the needs 

of a tough and meticulous customer like the Indian Navy for the last 10 years...commencement 

of commercial production of the submarine grade steel will further strengthen our association." 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/rsp-steel-to-be-used-by-indian-navy-for-

making-submarines/articleshow/88932703.cms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thewire.in/diplomacy/on-relations-with-india-pakistans-new-national-security-policy-makes-no-changes-say-former-envoys
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/on-relations-with-india-pakistans-new-national-security-policy-makes-no-changes-say-former-envoys
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1st-s-400-unit-to-be-ready-by-april-4-others-by-2023-101642378982920.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1st-s-400-unit-to-be-ready-by-april-4-others-by-2023-101642378982920.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/republican-senator-supports-waiving-caatsa-sanctions-against-india-122011300111_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/republican-senator-supports-waiving-caatsa-sanctions-against-india-122011300111_1.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/rsp-steel-to-be-used-by-indian-navy-for-making-submarines/articleshow/88932703.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/rsp-steel-to-be-used-by-indian-navy-for-making-submarines/articleshow/88932703.cms
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India extends $500 million Line of Credit to help Sri Lanka purchase fuel 

 

India on Tuesday announced a $500 million credit line to help Sri Lanka purchase petroleum 

products as the island nation struggles with a massive fuel and energy crisis. 

 

In addition to this, the Indian government announced a billion dollar assistance package in 

addition to other balance of payment support to Sri Lanka. The billion dollar loan credit facility 

is to be used to avert a food crisis while allowing for the import of items and medicines. 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/india-extends-500-million-line-of-credit-to-

help-sri-lanka-purchase-fuel-7954251.html 

 

Indian Aircraft Carrier Vikrant completes third sea trials; to be induced into the Indian 

Navy by this year 

 

The third sea trial of India's first indigenously-built aircraft carrier IAC Vikrant started on 

Sunday, January 9, witnessed the presence of several scientists of the Naval Science and 

Technological Laboratory, a DRDO facility based at Visakhapatnam. 

 

IAC Vikrant constructed by the Cochin Shipyard Limited has been built at a cost of Rs 23,000 

crore and has over 2,300 compartments designed for a crew of around 1,700 people including 

specialised cabins for women. It will also operate MiG-29K fighter jets, Kamov-31 helicopters, 

and MH-60R multi-role helicopters. 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/iac-vikrant-completes-third-sea-

trials-to-be-induced-into-the-indian-navy-by-this-year-articleshow.html 

 

Pakistan to acquire deadly Turkish torpedo countermeasure system to check Indian 

Navy’s rapid expansion 

 

In a recent development, Turkey has followed up on its previous decision of 2019 to equip the 

Pakistani submarines with its torpedo countermeasure systems for the Pakistan Navy’s Agosta 

90B-class submarines. 

 

The contract is part of the Pakistan Navy’s Agosta 90B MLU program, which includes the 

upgrading of three Agosta 90B submarines under a deal signed with the Turkish STM 

Company in 2016. Pakistan became the second country after Indonesia to employ the Zargana, 

which many experts call superior to its global competitors. 

 

However, this is not the first time that Turkey is aiding Pakistan in upgrading its naval fleet. 

The Pakistan Navy inked a contract with ASFAT, a Turkish defence manufacturer, in July 2018 

to purchase four MILGEM-class ships. 

https://eurasiantimes.com/pakistan-to-acquire-deadly-turkish-torpedo-countermeasure-

system-to-check-indian-navys-rapid-expansion/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/india-extends-500-million-line-of-credit-to-help-sri-lanka-purchase-fuel-7954251.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/india-extends-500-million-line-of-credit-to-help-sri-lanka-purchase-fuel-7954251.html
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/iac-vikrant-completes-third-sea-trials-to-be-induced-into-the-indian-navy-by-this-year-articleshow.html
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/iac-vikrant-completes-third-sea-trials-to-be-induced-into-the-indian-navy-by-this-year-articleshow.html
https://eurasiantimes.com/pakistan-to-acquire-deadly-turkish-torpedo-countermeasure-system-to-check-indian-navys-rapid-expansion/
https://eurasiantimes.com/pakistan-to-acquire-deadly-turkish-torpedo-countermeasure-system-to-check-indian-navys-rapid-expansion/
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New chapter in ties as Indian Foreign Secretary meets Germany navy chief, warship 

‘Bayern’ visits 

 

India and Germany are opening a new chapter in their defence and security ties as Foreign 

Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla held maritime security cooperation talks with Germany’s 

navy chief Kay-Achim Schönbach, and a German frigate entered Indian waters for a rare port 

call. 

 

The developments, seen as a major signal to China, come as Germany strengthens its own Indo-

Pacific policy and Berlin identifies New Delhi as one of its key partners in the Indo-Pacific 

strategic framework. 

 

Germany’s new Olaf Scholz administration has made it clear that as an export-oriented 

economy, it will maintain its trade ties with India, but will also begin to assert its strategic 

autonomy, the source said. 

https://theprint.in/diplomacy/new-chapter-in-ties-as-indian-foreign-secy-meets-germany-

navy-chief-warship-bayern-visits/808503/ 

 

Over 45 countries expected to participate in multilateral exercise Milan in 2022: Indian 

Navy 

Biennial multilateral exercise Milan’s 2022 edition is expected to be the largest one with 

participation of navies of 45-plus countries, said the Indian Navy. 

 

Milan’s 2022 edition is scheduled to be held at Visakhapatnam from February 25 to March 4, 

the Navy mentioned. 

Theme of Milan’s 2022 edition would be ‘Camaraderie-Cohesion-Collaboration’. Milan is a 

biennial multilateral event hosted by the Indian Navy since 1995. 

https://theprint.in/defence/over-45-countries-expected-to-participate-in-multilateral-exercise-

milan-in-2022-indian-navy/807647/ 

Pakistan sending IEDs into India through land and sea drug route: Intel report 

 

Delhi Police investigations into the recovery of an RDX-packed improvised explosive device 

(IED) at Ghazipur has taken a sinister turn with intelligence reports indicating that the Pakistani 

establishment is using land and sea drug pipeline to push ready-made IEDs into India. 

“The IED consignments, funded by drug money, are still coming into India with the objective 

of fanning a communal flare-up after a major incident,” said a senior official. 

 

In the past decade, tiffin bombs were the signature of Pak-sponsored Indian Mujahideen 

terrorist group with such IEDs used in 2005 Sarojini Nagar and Paharganj market blasts.  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/pakistan-sending-ieds-into-india-through-land-

and-sea-drug-route-intel-report-101642412420681.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theprint.in/diplomacy/new-chapter-in-ties-as-indian-foreign-secy-meets-germany-navy-chief-warship-bayern-visits/808503/
https://theprint.in/diplomacy/new-chapter-in-ties-as-indian-foreign-secy-meets-germany-navy-chief-warship-bayern-visits/808503/
https://theprint.in/defence/over-45-countries-expected-to-participate-in-multilateral-exercise-milan-in-2022-indian-navy/807647/
https://theprint.in/defence/over-45-countries-expected-to-participate-in-multilateral-exercise-milan-in-2022-indian-navy/807647/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/pakistan-sending-ieds-into-india-through-land-and-sea-drug-route-intel-report-101642412420681.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/pakistan-sending-ieds-into-india-through-land-and-sea-drug-route-intel-report-101642412420681.html


6 
 

www.ytharth.com 
 
 

India to send a battalion for peacekeeping ops in Africa 

 

India will next month dispatch an infantry battalion for UN peacekeeping operations in the oil-

rich Abyei region in Africa which straddles northern and southern Sudan and is hotly contested 

by both. 

The Indian infantry group with around 570 soldiers will be deployed under the UN Interim 

Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), which is tasked with monitoring the volatile border 

between north and south and facilitating humanitarian aid. 

The 13-lakh strong Indian Army has contributed over 2.58 lakh troops in 51 of the 71 UN 

missions since the first one for Korea in 1953-54, with 159 Indian soldiers having also laid 

down their lives in the operations. The deployments have ranged from Yemen, Namibia, 

Mozambique, Angola, Ethiopia-Eritrea to Cambodia, Somalia, Rwanda, Lebanon, Congo and 

Sudan. 

Apart from “international exposure”, UN assignments also give Indian battalions a much-

needed break from being deployed along the long “active” borders with Pakistan and China as 

well as relentless counter-insurgency operations in J&K and north-east. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-to-send-a-battalion-for-peacekeeping-ops-in-

africa/articleshow/88939315.cms 

 

China supplies mounted howitzers to Pak to maintain arms parity with India 

 

Over the past decades, Pakistan has been able to punch far beyond its weight category with 

China doing the heavy lifting against India, be it in arms supply or in multilateral arms control 

regimes. 

Islamabad has received the first batch of Chinese manufactured vehicle mounted howitzers to 

counter the Indian K-9 Vajra howitzers. Beijing is also supplying NORINCO AR-1 300 mm 

multi barrel rocket launchers to Rawalpindi so that the Pakistan Army has a reply to Indian 

rocket launchers. The total contract worth is around USD 512 million. 

According to reports, Pakistan in 2019 signed a contract with Chinese arms major NORINCO 

to supply 236 SH-15 155 mm vehicle mounted howitzers apart from AR-1 heavy rocket 

launchers.  

Clearly, this supply is to boost the firepower of Pakistan army all along the western border, 

specially to heat up the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir in case the existing ceasefire 

breaks down or to send a message on Kashmir. 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/china-supplies-mounted-howitzers-to-pak-to-

maintain-arms-parity-with-india-101643261396285.html 

 

India gets first ever export order for BrahMos missiles, signs $374 million contract with 

Philippines 

 

India got its first ever export order for BrahMos missiles on Friday when the Philippines' 

Defence Ministry signed USD 374 million contract with the BrahMos Aerospace Pvt Ltd 

(BAPL) to supply an undisclosed number of missiles, military officials stated.  

 

The BAPL, an India-Russian joint venture, produces the supersonic cruise missile BrahMos 

that can be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft, or from land platforms. 

 

The USD 374 million contract is to supply shore-based anti-ship BrahMos missiles to the 

Philippines' Navy, the military officials noted.  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-to-send-a-battalion-for-peacekeeping-ops-in-africa/articleshow/88939315.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-to-send-a-battalion-for-peacekeeping-ops-in-africa/articleshow/88939315.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/china-supplies-mounted-howitzers-to-pak-to-maintain-arms-parity-with-india-101643261396285.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/china-supplies-mounted-howitzers-to-pak-to-maintain-arms-parity-with-india-101643261396285.html
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https://www.businessinsider.in/defense/news/india-gets-first-ever-export-order-for-brahmos-

missiles-signs-374-million-contract-with-philippines/articleshow/89177611.cms 

 

In Assam, 246 insurgents of two outfits lay down arms, surrender 

A total of 246 terrorists from two outfits of Assam, the Tiwa Liberation Army (TLA) and 

United Gorkha Peoples Organisation (UGPO), formally surrendered and laid down arms before 

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma in Guwahati. 

 

Formed in 2014, TLA was mainly active in Marigaon, Nagaon and West Karbi Anglong 

districts while UGPO, which was formed in 2007, was active in Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa and 

Biswanath districts.  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-assam-246-insurgents-of-two-outfits-lay-

down-arms-surrender-101643291038171.html 

 

PM Modi: Cooperation with Central Asia essential for regional security 

Mutual cooperation between India and Central Asia is essential for regional security and 

prosperity, PM Modi said while hosting the first India-Central Asia Summit in a virtual format 

on 27th January 2022. 

 

The region is central to India's vision of an integrated and stable extended neighbourhood. The 

current situation in Afghanistan adds further importance to this cooperation, he added.  

 

The leaders have decided to establish a joint working group on Afghanistan at a senior officials' 

level, the MEA later said.  

 

PM Modi also called for defining an "ambitious vision" to enable adoption of an integrated 

approach for regional connectivity and cooperation.  

 

Modi had paid a visit to all Central Asian countries in 2015. Subsequently, there have been 

exchanges at high levels at bilateral and multilateral forums. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/cooperation-with-central-asia-essential-for-

regional-security-pm-modi/articleshow/89157838.cms 

 

Defence Secretary holds interaction with Defence Industry 

 

Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar held an interactive session on promoting Defence Exports 

with the stakeholders of the Defence Industry on 27 January 2022. 

   

More than 500 Defence industries from across public and private sectors, including Industry 

Associations and Defence Attaches from Indian Missions abroad participated in the session. 

  

The main focus of the session was to understand the challenges faced by Defence Industries 

and to encapsulate their suggestions for further policy reforms and actions required to enhance 

the Defence exports. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1793004 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.businessinsider.in/defense/news/india-gets-first-ever-export-order-for-brahmos-missiles-signs-374-million-contract-with-philippines/articleshow/89177611.cms
https://www.businessinsider.in/defense/news/india-gets-first-ever-export-order-for-brahmos-missiles-signs-374-million-contract-with-philippines/articleshow/89177611.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-assam-246-insurgents-of-two-outfits-lay-down-arms-surrender-101643291038171.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/in-assam-246-insurgents-of-two-outfits-lay-down-arms-surrender-101643291038171.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/cooperation-with-central-asia-essential-for-regional-security-pm-modi/articleshow/89157838.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/cooperation-with-central-asia-essential-for-regional-security-pm-modi/articleshow/89157838.cms
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1793004
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Army, IAF struggle to exhaust capital budget, Defence Minister asks to expedite spending 

 

The low spending of the defence budget comes as an aberration because the services are learnt 

to have projected the requirement for capital budgets way higher than they were allocated. 

 

The Army has spent the lowest — approximately 40% — of its capital budget for the ongoing 

financial year, while the Indian Air Force (IAF) has had a capital expenditure of around 70%. 

The Navy has spent the highest among the three services at around 90% of its capital outlay. 

The defence budget is divided under four broad heads — defence pensions, capital outlay (for 

new, big-ticket acquisitions and modernisation), revenue (for smaller acquisitions of spares, 

maintenance costs), and miscellaneous, which includes various administrative expenses. 

 

The Defence Minister emphasised that the services should attempt meeting their domestic 

expenditure targets earmarked on the capital budget. This was earmarked this year at 64% in 

the ongoing financial year, as compared to 58% the year before. 

 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/army-air-force-struggle-to-exhaust-their-capital-budget-

defence-minister-asks-them-to-expedite-spending-4707575.html 

 

Indian Navy ropes in new-age tech, 30 Artificial Intelligence projects in the work 

 

Indian Navy has launched major projects and initiatives to incorporate new-age advanced 

technology into the service at systems and processes levels. 

Commander Vivek Madhwal, Spokesperson Indian Navy said, “Navy is progressing around 30 

AI projects and initiatives encompassing Autonomous Systems, Language Translation, 

Predictive Maintenance, Inventory Management, Text Mining, Perimeter Security, Maritime 

Domain Awareness and Decision Making.” 

 

Regarding its future endeavour, the Indian Navy in a statement said, “In addition, the Navy is 

currently in the process of creating a Centre of Excellence (CoE) in the field of AI at INS 

Valsura, which has been instrumental in the progress of pilot projects pertaining to the adoption 

of AI and BDA in the domain of maintenance, HR and perception assessment, in collaboration 

with academia and industry.” 

 

At the organisational level, the Navy has formed an AI core group that meets twice a year for 

assessing all AI/ ML initiatives only to keep a tab on timelines.  

 

These initiatives of the Indian Navy are in sync with the country’s vision of making “India the 

global leader in AI, ensuring responsible and transformational AI for All” 

 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/jan/28/indian-navy-ropes-in-new-age-tech-

with30-artificial-intelligence-projects-in-the-works-2412338.html 

 

India boosts naval patrols to catch China in crowded global seas 

 

India is carrying out more warship patrols than ever before as concerns grow about the 

country’s ability to remain dominant in the Indian Ocean as China’s naval power quickly 

increases. 

  

https://www.news18.com/news/india/army-air-force-struggle-to-exhaust-their-capital-budget-defence-minister-asks-them-to-expedite-spending-4707575.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/army-air-force-struggle-to-exhaust-their-capital-budget-defence-minister-asks-them-to-expedite-spending-4707575.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/jan/28/indian-navy-ropes-in-new-age-tech-with30-artificial-intelligence-projects-in-the-works-2412338.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/jan/28/indian-navy-ropes-in-new-age-tech-with30-artificial-intelligence-projects-in-the-works-2412338.html
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India now has about 130 warships, roughly a third of China’s naval fleet comprising 350 ships 

and submarines -- the largest in the world. Despite that, last year the navy saw the biggest gap 

among India’s three military services between requested and actual funds, prompting a 

parliamentary panel to ask the government to stop making further reductions. 

 

India has permanently deployed warships at five choke points in the Indian Ocean, stretching 

from the Gulf of Aden in the west to the Malacca Strait in the east. Last year the Indian Navy 

carried out an all-time high of 50 joint exercises with friendly navies, including one with 

Japanese warships around the Malacca Strait, said a senior naval official 

 

In the last two years, the naval ships have sailed 40,000 nautical miles -- or twice around the 

earth -- carrying food, medicines and weapons to Indian Ocean countries. 

 

Overall leaders in India’s capital have become “more aligned with the Indian Navy’s view of 

the country’s interest in the maritime domain,” said Nilanthi Samaranayake, a director of the 

Strategic and Policy Analysis Program at CNA, a U.S.-based research organisation 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-28/india-boosts-naval-patrols-to-catch-

china-in-crowded-global-seas 

 

 

ON POINT - OPINIONS AND ANALYSIS 

 

Vectors In Achieving Self Reliance In Defence Manufacturing 

Not so long ago, the issue of the Indian Armed Forces being hugely dependent on foreign 

equipment was inviting scathing criticism from all quarters. Approximately 60 percent of the 

Indian inventory was foreign sources. Under the prevailing circumstances, the need to 

indigenise the inventory is on top of the Indian priority list. 

 

A slew of measures launched to incentivise the private sector by providing an assured market 

domestically and export simultaneously to achieve the atma nirbharta in the defence sector. Of 

course, not every item can be indigenous, and simultaneously efforts have been directed at 

foreign equity evaluating India as a worthwhile defence manufacturing destination. 

 

Some key measures include - introduction of the Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020; 

raising Foreign Investment Limits to 74 per cent; Corporatisation of Ordnance Factory Board 

(OFB); Simplified Trial & Testing Procedures; Ease in Export Procedures; Creating Assured 

Domestic Market; Budgetary & Financial Issues; Notifications Restricting Import of 

Equipment; Large Orders for the Domestic Defence Industry including procurement of 83 LCA 

Mk 1A, 118 Arjun Mk 1 tanks, 6 AEW & C block II aircraft, 248 Astra Mk I beyond visual 

range air defence systems, artillery guns and other items. 

https://bharatshakti.in/vectors-in-achieving-self-reliance-in-defence-manufacturing/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-28/india-boosts-naval-patrols-to-catch-china-in-crowded-global-seas
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-28/india-boosts-naval-patrols-to-catch-china-in-crowded-global-seas
https://bharatshakti.in/vectors-in-achieving-self-reliance-in-defence-manufacturing/
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Defence reform: Jointness and command and control 

 

The genesis of the front-specific Integrated Theatre Command (ITC) is in the ‘two-and-half-

front’ dilemma. The prototype copes with the two-front challenge by delegating operational 

responsibility on each front to respective ITC, while the ‘half-front’ – short hand for Pakistan’s 

proxy war in Kashmir – has the Army’s Northern Command continuing its counter insurgency 

role, besides coping any collusive, China-Pakistan, threat. 

 

The command and control issue over front-specific ITCs poses a conundrum as to how the 

chain of command will be configured. The first is modelled on the US system in which the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff body is in an advisory role to the defence secretary, who has command 

authority over the ITC equivalent formations, their Combatant Commands. In the case of 

China, it also has theatre commands – with its Western Theatre Command facing India – the 

command authority vests with the Central Military Commission (CMC). 

 

The second option is that the Chief of Defence Staff system (CDS) could be suitably modified 

with the CDS in his capacity as Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee (PC 

COSC) taking on command responsibility. This too would not fit in with India’s civil-military 

relations since the CDS would be inordinately powerful, as was the commander-in-chief during 

the pre-Independence era. 

 

Instead, conceptualising and structural change towards geographic ITCs is a way forward. This 

would enable respective Service HQs to retain operational authority – as hitherto – over 

operations in the medium of respective responsibility: land, sea and air. This continuity on two 

counts – geographic commands and command authority with the Service Chiefs – makes for 

acceptability of this way forward. 

http://www.indiandefencereview.com/news/defence-reform-jointness-and-command-and-

control/ 

 

View: How the Budget can add more firepower to India's defence manufacturing 

 

The capabilities of the Public and Private sector need to be integrated, developing this into a 

strategic partnership for achieving self-reliance in defence production. Major steps in that 

direction were taken during the policy changes including increase in foreign direct investment 

limit to 74 percent under the automatic route, a list of reserved items to be sourced from India 

only and other important changes in the Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020. 

 

The forthcoming annual budget can further contribute to this goal in two ways. Firstly, by 

ensuring a requisite capital budget allocation for modernizing Indian Aerospace and Defence 

(A&D) and thereby ensuring sustained demand in a sector where Government is the sole buyer. 

Secondly, by introducing tax incentives to create a more conducive and lucrative environment 

for A&D players in India. 

 

With Government’s ambitious vision of achieving a turnover of INR 175,000 Crore (~ USD 

24.5 Bn) including exports of INR 35,000 Crore (~ USD 4.9 Bn) in A&D goods and services 

by 2025, all eyes are on the Government to align its actions in the forthcoming budget with its 

vision of a self-reliant Indian defence sector. 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/view-how-the-budget-can-add-more-

firepower-to-indias-defence-manufacturing/articleshow/88948872.cms 

http://www.indiandefencereview.com/news/defence-reform-jointness-and-command-and-control/
http://www.indiandefencereview.com/news/defence-reform-jointness-and-command-and-control/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/view-how-the-budget-can-add-more-firepower-to-indias-defence-manufacturing/articleshow/88948872.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/view-how-the-budget-can-add-more-firepower-to-indias-defence-manufacturing/articleshow/88948872.cms
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Assault weapons for the Indian Army and BrahMos Export: India must build on gains 

India would have to make the best use of the India-Russia joint venture by producing, 

improving, and inducting the new weapons into the Indian Armed Forces. 

 

Both India and Russia signed an agreement for a Joint Venture (JV) as part of a newly 

established India-Russia Rifles Pvt. Ltd, which is comparable to the BrahMos Aerospace Ltd— 

another India-Russia cruise missile JV—to manufacture 600,000 AK-203 assault rifles for a 

price of 5,000 crores. 

 

The latest test by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) of a longer-

range naval variant of the BrahMos demonstrates and confirms the extent to which the missile 

has evolved and improved, making it more exportable. 

 

To be sure, the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is on course to selling the indigenously-

built Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH) to Mauritius, but this is only a drop in the ocean as 

far revenue from defence exports is concerned.  

 

The Government of India (GoI) must remain focused and enthusiastic about strengthening 

India’s native defence industry. Indeed, there has to be some unity of effort and purpose 

between the GoI, armed forces, R&D agencies, and manufacturers. 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/assault-weapons-for-the-indian-army-and-brahmos-

export/ 

 

South China Sea or Arunachal Pradesh- China is using lawfare to expand territory 

 

Lawfare is the use of legal regimes to achieve an outcome in a dispute without using military 

coercion. Lawfare in the context of the South China Sea can be defined as “leveraging of 

existing legal regimes and processes to constrain adversary behaviour, contest disadvantageous 

circumstances, confuse legal precedent, and maximum advantage in situations related to PRC’s 

core interests.” 

 

China has signed the convention in 1982 and ratified it in 1996, but has not acted in line with 

the agreement. China argued that the Philippines violated its bilateral agreement by taking the 

case to arbitration and offered three other reasons why it didn’t implement the ruling. 

Bilateralisation of territorial disputes is another fig leaf from lawfare strategy. 

 

The theory of ‘Four-Sha’ was first socialised in diplomatic circles in 2017 by Ma Xinmin, 

deputy director-general of the Chinese foreign ministry’s department of treaty and law. Ma told 

US officials during a diplomatic meeting in Boston that China’s historical waters and the 200-

mile Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) are part of its sovereign territory. 

 

With the ‘four sha’ claim, it is once again trying to use the lawfare strategy to mimic the 

language of the UNCLOS and extend its claim to features beyond the four islands that it has 

already brought under its control. 

https://theprint.in/opinion/eye-on-china/south-china-sea-or-arunachal-pradesh-china-is-using-

lawfare-to-expand-territory/812619/ 

 

 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/assault-weapons-for-the-indian-army-and-brahmos-export/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/assault-weapons-for-the-indian-army-and-brahmos-export/
https://theprint.in/opinion/eye-on-china/south-china-sea-or-arunachal-pradesh-china-is-using-lawfare-to-expand-territory/812619/
https://theprint.in/opinion/eye-on-china/south-china-sea-or-arunachal-pradesh-china-is-using-lawfare-to-expand-territory/812619/
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India needs a national security document too. But don’t do a Pakistan 

The key question remains: Should India put out such a document, not because Pakistan has, 

but because it’s necessary for diverse reasons? Or would putting this out in public be 

detrimental to our objectives? 

 

The White House is mandated by law to present an NSS to Congress. he UK, under Boris 

Johnson, has gone one up on previous governments by bringing in an Integrated Review 2021, 

aiming for a “Global Britain”, and the Defence Command Paper 2021, which says that British 

troops will move from a “force of last resort” to being “persistently engaged globally”, is a 

startling directional change. France brought out a Strategic Update that commits itself to 

modernisation goals and raising the budget to two per cent of GDP by 2025. That’s real long-

term planning. 

 

What would be the benefits of an Indian National Security Strategy? 

First, it would provide a ‘whole of government’ direction on what to prioritise in a national 

security scenario that includes almost everything from human security, economy, and 

environment to defence. 

NSS for internal messaging - Then there is the sticky question of values that permeate any 

NSS. India can pride itself on its democracy. 

An NSS is also about political messaging; an ideal platform to communicate with the people 

of India - for instance, a mention of the economic and technology fields it intends to prioritise 

for the next ten years. 

 

NSS for outward messaging - The exact language used for diplomatic and military directives 

is what will be watched closely by external actors. 

Finally, the security aspect. In the absence of an NSS, the Integrated Defence Staff has made a 

praiseworthy effort to flesh out a Joint Doctrine that outlines the various roles that the military 

is likely to be called to undertake. It makes no mention at all of any enemy, or whether we are 

capable of fighting a possible two-front war. That’s a key question for the future. 

https://theprint.in/opinion/india-needs-a-national-security-document-too-but-dont-do-a-

pakistan/811043/ 

 

Pakistan’s National Security Policy offers no change on Kashmir 

The recently released document on Pakistan’s national security is an important one because it 

aims to build legitimacy for the two most crucial security actors in the country — the army, 

and the orthodox Muslim clergy that enjoy hegemony over the Pakistani State. It is achieved 

by forging a synthesis of religion and nationalism — what George Mosse calls a ‘surrogate 

religion’ — by deploying Kashmir, India, and Islam, a conventional strategy integral to the 

military school of State-building in Pakistan. 

 

The National Security Policy seeks refuge in the same old revanchism as it declares Kashmir 

‘dispute’ a vital national security interest. Riding the antinomy of Islamic nationalism, this 

policy thus leaves little elbow room for the Pakistani State to stumble away from its historical 

contempt for peace in and progress of South Asia. 

 

As such, the commitment in the policy to continue ‘moral, diplomatic, political, and legal 

support’ to further Kashmiri Peoples’ right to self-determination despite knowing India’s stated 

position on cross-border terrorism falls short of the avowal of ‘peace-based mutual co-

existence in the policy. In fact, looking at these contradictions, the policy intent to re-position 

https://theprint.in/opinion/india-needs-a-national-security-document-too-but-dont-do-a-pakistan/811043/
https://theprint.in/opinion/india-needs-a-national-security-document-too-but-dont-do-a-pakistan/811043/
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Pakistan as a ‘responsible State’ comes across as nothing but a red-herring for the Western 

audience. 

 

The National Security Policy thus while promising a ‘united narrative against extremism’ 

misses the larger point that no such narrative can succeed under the rubric of a theocratic State. 

The policy does make a half-hearted mention of action against radicalisation and hate-speech 

but doesn’t realise that terrorism inspired by religious extremism will continue to remain a 

major internal security challenge for the country unless the military-clergy complex gives up 

its obsession to cultivate and unleash this Frankenstein on its neighbours. 

 

This National Security Policy is thus a classic case of ‘over-promise and under-deliver’. Yet, 

what makes this policy significant in a sense is that it offers us a keyhole view of the Pakistani 

mind at a time when India is fortifying its presence in the Indo-Pacific and is ready to meet any 

challenges in Afghanistan and rest of the northern frontier, both in conventional and 

unconventional space. 

https://theprint.in/opinion/pakistans-national-security-policy-offers-no-change-on-

kashmir-shah-faesal/814271/ 

 

 

  

 

https://theprint.in/opinion/pakistans-national-security-policy-offers-no-change-on-kashmir-shah-faesal/814271/
https://theprint.in/opinion/pakistans-national-security-policy-offers-no-change-on-kashmir-shah-faesal/814271/

